
Balclutha, New Zealand and Founding Father, James McNeil 

Balclutha is a town in South Otago, it lies towards the end of the Clutha River on the east coast of the South Island of 

New Zealand.   Known locally as "Clutha", Balclutha's name - and that of the river on which it stands - reflects the 

Scottish origin of the town's settlement. The name comes from Scottish Gaelic and would be spelt Baile Cluaidh in 

that language; this translates into English as "Town on the Clyde". James McNeil from Bonn Hill, Dumbartonshire, 

Scotland, who is regarded as the town's founding father, arrived in 1853 - via Port Chalmers, NZ in 1849. His farm was 

on the site of the present town, where he and the Provincial Government established a ferry service across the 

Clutha in 1857; as a result the town was initially called Clutha Ferry. The Māori name for the area is Iwikatea, literally 

"Bleached bones" (a local Māori tribal battle in 1750 left the decomposing bodies of the defeated, their bones 

whitened in the sun).  

                         http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balclutha,_New_Zealand 

Our New Zealand Association President, Paul Washington, is a descendant (great, great, great grandson) of James 

MacNeil (his father Douglas McNeil Washington is the son of Reta Elizabeth Washington nee McNeil, daughter of 

Alexander, son of James, son of James).  

Paul is sharing some of his family history linking him directly back to the original settlers and possibly some of other 

Macneils who are searching for theirs in New Zealand!   

                             
     Elizabeth (g-g-g-g-granddaughter), Paul and his                                                    Headstone on the family plot  

            Father, Douglas McNeil Washington 

 

The next photos are of a ceremony wherein Paul’s father presented a McNeil Bible to the Balclutha Mayor.  This Bible 

was found in a cottage and handed to the family, it belonged to Joanna, wife of Alexander Robert McNeil, nephew of 

the first Mayor of Balclutha, John McNeil, son of James and brother to the James in my lineage.  This coincided with 

the unveiling of a Kiosk at the cemetery commemorating the founding family.   The Otago District Council built this, 

so we made an event of it with a gathering of descendants of James McNeil.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balclutha,_New_Zealand


        
The original Mayoral chains worn by John are shown                The bible is now held in the South Otago Museum 

beside the Kiosk              which has an area designated to the McNeils   

  

 

                                                              


